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Remembering Jan Otto

http://flatironsphotoclub.org

Flatirons Photo Club member Jan Otto recently passed away at the age
of 78. Here is a selection of his award-winning photos, clockwise from
top left: “Nesting,” “Magpies,” and “Reflections.”
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Bob Maynard to talk about new book

Bob Maynard, an award-winning nature
photographer whose work is carried by
several galleries throughout Colorado and
Utah, will talk about his new book, “Ancient Skies Through Ancient Eyes,” during
the Flatirons Photo Club’s monthly meeting and competition at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 13, at Har HaShem synagogue, 3950
Baseline Road, Boulder.
Maynard offers photo tours and photography workshops throughout Colorado, the
Everglades and Utah.
For his latest book, Maynard spent three
years capturing visions of the night skies in
the Desert Southwest. His work evokes a
sense of what it must have felt like to live
among the dwellings and view the rock art
as the Ancient Ones experienced them. He
brings to light fascinating solstice and equi-
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Daniel Joder served as a photographic artist in residence at the
Caribou Ranch Open Space from Aug.
28-Sept. 4. He was one of six artists
selected for the honor in 2016 and created a work for the county.
Donna Colville had a photo exhibit
from Aug. 5 through September in the
Muriel Sibell Wolle Art Gallery at St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church in Boulder.
Preston Newell had five photographs
accepted into the Colorado State Fair
Fine Arts Exhibition this summer.
John Kieffer is offering private
photo tours in Colorado through his
Outside Imagery company. Tour subjects include mountain hikes, driving
tours, landscape and wildlife photography and sunrise and sunset tours.
Email him at john@OutsideImagery.
com.
Bruce Henderson currently has a
rodeo-themed exhibit at The Darkroom gallery in Longmont.
Entries are now being accepted for
the Darkroom’s national photo contest with the theme of Winter Light.
The first-place award is $1,000 and the
top 50 images will be displayed in the
gallery. Entries are accepted through
Oct. 17. Details are at http://www.
thedarkroomlongmont.com/photocontest/.

nox rock art calendars.
Maynard is a leader in the field of lighting
for night photography in the desert southwest. He currently has a 34-piece exhibit

of desert southwest night photography, also
entitled “Ancient Skies Through Ancient
Eyes,” hung in the Edge of Cedars Museum in Blanding, Utah, in 2016 and 2017.
Having accumulated over 1,400 photo
credits, Maynard’s images have appeared
in Audubon, Rocky Mountain Raptor Center publications and in several corporate
offices. His website is called Colorado Plateau Photo Tours and it is located at http://
www.coloradoplateauphototours.com.
His photo tours and workshops are offered
in Colorado at Rocky Mountain National
Park, the Rocky Mountains, Boulder area,
Colorado State Parks, and the desert areas
around Mesa Verde National Park.
He also offers photo tours and workshops in
southeast Utah and Arizona at Cedar Mesa,
Monument Valley, and Arizona slot canyons.

Jan Otto, age 78, died at home in Boulder of
pancreatic cancer on September 7, 2016.
He was the son of Charles Raymond Otto
and Johanna Huson. He is survived by his
wife of 18 years, Joanne Brown Marlatt; two
brothers, Jason and Eric Otto; two sisters, Kris
Foltz and Jody K’burg; 3 sons, Nathan, Joel
and Jan Peter Otto; two step sons, Kevin and
Ethan Marlatt; 12 grandchildren, and 1 greatgrandchild; as well as former wives Susan
Gore and Glenda Johnson.
Jan was born in Petersburg, VA, and grew up
in Ithaca NY and Newark, DE. He attended
Cornell University, graduated from Middlebury College, obtained a Master’s Degree in
Physics from Dartmouth and an Mba from
Harvard University.
His career included working as a product
design engineer for Ford Motor Company in
Dearborn Michigan; teaching math and serving as the vice principle of the Montpelier
Vermont high school; logging; owning and
operating a saw mill; producing maple syrup;
real estate development; working with the
Vermont Land Trust to save open farmland
from development; business consulting and
working as a Harley motorcycle mechanic in
Barre, Vermont.
Early on he developed a love for motorcycles and travelled alone and sometimes
with friends to all areas of the US. In 1998
Jan moved to Boulder to marry Joanne, his
childhood sweetheart whom he had tracked
down after 40 years. Subsequently he opened
Otto Cycle, where he repaired Harleys and

provided unlimited coffee
and pro bono
counseling to
many of his
customers.
After he
closed his
shop in 2001,
he became
involved in
Boulder city affairs, serving on an advisory board, and acting as the “Rotten Belly”
at many city council meetings - a role that he
especially enjoyed.
In later years he devoted himself to photography, producing some remarkable works of art.
Jan had the mind of an engineer; the eye of
an artist; the humor of Mark Twain; the vocabulary of the OED; the hands of a skilled
mechanic; the listening skills of Freud; the
heart of an adventurer; a gift for friendship
and a devotion to the scientific method and
the Word According to Bob Dylan.
He did not suffer fools lightly, but when he
loved, it was with his whole heart. He would
be the first to tell you that he was far from perfect. But without him, the world is a much less
interesting place. Please send any donations
to: Honor Hospice, 4251 Kipling St. #405,
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033.
Published in The Daily Camera from Sept.
24 to Sept. 25, 2016. See more at: http://www.
legacy.com/obituaries/dailycamera/obituary.
aspx?pid=181569519#sthash.qrvLirWR.dpuf
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